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work, 2011–18



research-creation and art practice, 2011–18:
Orchestrer la perte/Perpetual Demotion (Montreal, Ottawa, Mons, Wrocław, Québec City, Lyon), 2014–18
– robotic/digital/food art installation and performance (in collaboration with Simon Laroche) 

The Eco-Gastronomy Project (international), 2015–17
– international events in fourteen countries on food performance/teaching/knowledge-exchange 

The Gastronome in You (international), 2014–17
– installation and performance on bread, memory, death, and yeast

Show and Tell (me what you know) (Melbourne), 2016; Where Où Firma? (Singapore), 2016
– pop-up performances on identity and belonging

A Meal of St-Laurent (Montreal) 2012; A Tranche of Berlin, 2012; Dissertation Dinner (Montreal), 2014;
Lunch by the Rules (Melbourne), 2016
– performative meal events

Conversations in Food Studies, 2014–16
– collaborative, reflexive writing on systems visualization and performance

Concordia (Montreal); OCADu (Toronto); Lasalle College of the Arts (Singapore), 2014–15
– speculative design workshops (sandwich-making; sensory storytelling)

University of Gastronomic Sciences (Pollenzo, Italy), 2012–15
– art/design/performance in experiential pedagogy

Canadian Association for Food Studies Exploration Gallery (various locations), 2012–15
– curation and installation of food-focused pop-up exhibition space

Displace (Montreal [v1.0], The Hague [v2.0]), 2011–12
– performative sensory environments (collaboration with Chris Salter, David Howes, TeZ)

Tipping the Scales, ongoing
– photographic installation and exploration



Orchestrer la perte/Perpetual Demotion
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https://vimeo.com/120492254
David Szanto


David Szanto
vimeo.com/120492254



The Eco-Gastronomy Project



The Gastronome in You (v1)



The Gastronome in You (v2)The Gastronome in You (v2)

youtu.be/qTYpImkTbLI

https://youtu.be/qTYpImkTbLI


Show and Tell (me…)  |  Where Où Firma?  

Where Où Firma?

youtu.be/BHipQXVM5pI

https://youtu.be/BHipQXVM5pI


A Meal of St-Laurent



Dissertation Dinner

271

Dissertation Dinner: Documentation
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CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH-CREATION PROJECT ENTITLED 
PERFORMING GASTRONOMY: DISSERTATION DINNER 
 
I understand that I have been asked to participate in a research-creation project being 
conducted by David Szanto of the Individualized Programs at Concordia University (4407 
boul. St-Laurent #2, Montreal, QC, H2W 1Z8; dszanto@iceboxstudio.com; 514-312-8278), 
under the supervision of Dr. Rhona Richman Kenneally of the Department of Design and 
Computation Arts at Concordia University (1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., EV 6-753, 
Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8; rrk@concordia.ca; 514-848-2424 ext. 4276).  
 
A. PURPOSE 
 
I have been informed that the purpose of this research-creation event is as follows: to 
examine the use of a “performative meal event” as a tool in making scholarly representations 
of food-related research. 
 
B. PROCEDURES 
 
I understand that I have be invited to participate in a meal event on Ocotber 26, 2014, during 
which I will eat with and interact with other invitees, including David Szanto. I understand that 
this event will take place at 28 rue St-Paul Est #6 in Montreal, Québec, a private residence, and 
will last approximately three hours. I understand that I may leave the meal location at any time, 
and that participating in the meal involves neither financial outlay nor remuneration. I 
understand that I may be asked open-ended questions during the meal, either by David Szanto 
or by other participants, and that video recordings may be made during this time. I understand 
that such recordings will be used exclusively as a reference for a PhD dissertation chapter and 
that if they are used in any other writings I will be asked for specific permission, in advance, in 
those instances. Should I chose to discontinue my participation after the event, I understand that 
the recorded materials will continue to exist but that they will not be used in any written 
context, including anything I said or did during the evening of October 26, 2014. I further 
understand that all records associated with this research will be kept in a secure location, either 
physically or electronically, and protected with either lock and key or password encryption, 
with sole access available to David Szanto. I also understand that at any time I may choose 
NOT to answer any question or NOT to participate in any aspect of the research, without 
question, coercion, or risk to myself, either socially, academically, or professionally.  
 
C. RISKS AND BENEFITS 
 
I understand that I may benefit from my participation in this research because of exposure to 
certain research techniques in gastronomic scholarship, and that I am free to learn and adapt 
these techniques in my own research and/or professional practice. I understand that I may 
further benefit from this research by having access to the research results, as well as by my 
ongoing contact with David Szanto throughout the processes of his research. I understand that 
no social, academic, or professional risk will come to me as a result of this research. I 
understand that I will be provided with food that meets any dietary restrictions that I may 
have, provided I have outlined those restrictions below in Section D of this consent form. I 
also understand that my real name will be used in the research ONLY if I give full written 
consent to do so in Section E of this consent form. I understand that if I do not provide such 
consent I will remain completely anonymous in any written or oral presentation of the 
research made by David Szanto, and that no identifying quotations from or references to my 
participation will be made in such presentations of the research. I further understand, 
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however, that up to 40 other participants will be at the meal, and that David Szanto cannot 
guarantee my anonymity in any work or accounts produced by these individuals. I understand 
that there is minimal personal risk associated with this research, limited to potential 
discomfort with certain questions and social dining experiences, and that I am free to not 
answer any question I choose and/or discontinue my participation in the research at any time.  
 
D. DIETARY RESTRICTIONS 
 
• I have the following dietary restrictions (customs, preferences, intolerances, allergies) 

and I understand that food meeting these restrictions will be provided during the meal. 
 
             
 
             
 
E. CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
• I understand that I am free to withdraw my consent and discontinue my participation at 

anytime without negative consequences. 
 

• I understand that my participation in this research event is (check one box and initial): 
 ☐    CONFIDENTIAL  
    (i.e., the researcher will know my identity, but will not disclose it) 
 ☐    NON-CONFIDENTIAL  
    (i.e., my identity may be revealed in study results) 
 

• I understand that accounts of this event may be published.  
 
I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THE ABOVE AND UNDERSTAND THIS AGREEMENT.   
I FREELY CONSENT AND VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS EVENT. 
 
NAME (please print)   
 
SIGNATURE   
 
DATE   
 
If at any time you have questions about the proposed research, please contact the study’s 
Principal Investigator (D. Szanto) or his research supervisor (R. Richman Kenneally): 
 
David Szanto  Rhona Richman Kenneally 
Individualized Program Dept. of Design and Computation Arts 
Concordia University  Concordia University 
4407 boul. St-Laurent #2 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. EV 6-753 
Montreal, QC, H2W 1Z8  Canada Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8, Canada 
dszanto@iceboxstudio.com rrk@concordia.ca 
+1-514-312-8278  +1-514-848-2424 ext. 4276 
 
If at any time you have questions about your rights as a research participant, please contact the 
Research Ethics and Compliance Advisor, Concordia University, +1-514-848-2424 ext. 7481, 
oor.ethics@concordia.ca.  



A Tranche of Berlin



Lunch by the Rules



“ceci n’est pas un système alimentaire”

Conversations in Food Studies



Interdisciplinary Sandwichworkshops



experiential pedagogypedagogy



curating



Displace v1.0/v2.0Displace (v1.0 + 2.0)



Tipping the Scales

ongoing food-scaling



davidszanto.com

iceboxstudio.com

http://www.davidszanto.com/
http://www.iceboxstudio.com/



